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May 1, 2023

Dear da Vinci Families:

On Wednesday, April 26, da Vinci High School invited parents to another in a series

of ‘Future of Da Vinci’ meetings. Superintendent Dr. Tonja Williams and other

district leaders were present to discuss the ongoing status of our impending move from

our D’Youville University home.

Chief of Operations, David Hills, expressed confidence that the ‘swing school’ location,

School 8, would be ready for our occupancy on September 1. Crews are working now

on asbestos abatement, electrical upgrades, and other enhancements. The construction

contractors remain confident that the scope of the work can be completed and that da

Vinci High School can move into its new location as scheduled.

Other topics discussed included transportation (Shuttles to be shared with City

Honors), athletics (Continued pairing with I – Prep) and linking to community

resources located in our new East Buffalo neighborhood. The meeting concluded with

Dr. Williams urging parents to remain informed by attending meetings, reading our

monthly newsletter, and asking school administration for clarification or general

questions.

As principal, I pledged to increase the communication that I have already begun, to

continue to hold parent meetings and to be as clear as possible to the school

community. My goal is to give you my honest appraisal of our move to School 8 and

to attempt to keep any possible academic disruption to an absolute minimum.

Simultaneously, district academic representatives and I are meeting with Buffalo State

to more fully develop the rigorous, innovative, integrated curriculum that will be the

foundation of the new da Vinci High School at Buffalo State. Although we are not

scheduled to move to our new home until September 2025, you can be sure the new

programming will begin to phase in well before that time.

I can report to you that Buffalo State wants to be a true partner in our future and is

anxious to welcome our students to their campus and their lecture halls. Bright days

are indeed on the horizon for our da Vinci High School.

The next months may bring a level of uncertainty and disruption, that is to be

expected, but I will endeavor to guide us through and celebrate our future at School 8

this fall.

Please do not hesitate to call or email Ms. Potempa or me if you have any questions or

concerns. We are here for you.

Sincerely,

Gregory A. Lodinsky

Principal
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FROM THE DESK OF MS. POTEMPA, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

 

      Along with Spring, comes state testing. Our students are getting ready and regents

exam prep begins soon. Look for updates from teachers on after school regents prep

sessions. Below are some important dates to remember for May and June. Please schedule

any appointments for your child around these dates. Remember the Regents Examination in

US History & Gov't (New Framework) is scheduled for Thursday June 1, 2023. Only

students expected to take the exam should come to school that day. If your child takes US

History & Government with Mr. Ndeze or Mrs. Rizzo, they need to take that exam. For all

other HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, this is a non-attendance day.

      May 14, 2023 marks the 1 year anniversary of the mass shooting that occurred in a

terrorist attack at TOPS market on Jefferson Avenue in the city of Buffalo. It is a good

time to have a discussion with your child because they may need an extra hug or support

from you around that time. We will have our Student Support Team visible in the hallways

and readily available to assist any student who may be in need. Students will be able to

sign up to participate in the district run Day of Healing on the afternoon of May 12, 2023.

The Day of Healing consists of Livestream music, poetry, dance and a roundtable discussion

from 12:45-2:30pm. This event will be infused into our Culture Day program that we

already had scheduled. The Culture Day flyer is included in this newsletter. We are also

beginning to plan a FIELD DAY event for June 13, 2023. More information to come.

May 2-AP Environmental Science

May 3-AP English Literature

May 5-AP US History

May 10-AP Spanish Language

May 10-EARLY RELEASE DAY-DISMISSAL IS AT 11:45AM

MAY 11-SUPERINTENDENT CONFERENCE DAY-NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

MAY 12-DAY OF HEALING AND CULTURE DAY

 



Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Thursday

Afterschool
Opportunities

Math help - Mr. Ausman

Science help - Mrs. Bohlen 

College/Career help - Miss Brett 

Academic help - Ms. Whitney

kPop Club - Ms. Brett 

Science/Math help - Mrs. Lane 

Science help - Mrs. Tucker 

Science help - Mrs. Bohlen

Art help - Ms. Duane

Math help - Mr. Ausman

Book Club - Mr. Garmon 

Academic help - Ms. Whitney

GSA - Mrs. Byrne

Math help - Mr. Ausman 

Science help - Mrs. Bohlen 

Math/Science help - Mrs. Lane 

Science help - Mrs. Tucker

Art help - Mrs. Schroeder 

Academic help - Ms. Whitney

Science/Math help - Mrs. Lane 

Science help - Mrs. Bohlen
Drawing Dragons - Mrs. Schroeder

Student Council - Brett & Ausman
(meetings will be announced)
Academic help - Ms. Whitney



Math Reminder: All Math teachers will be sending home Regents review books. These books

are important tools for success!  The books are made up of practice exam questions.  Students

should be studying nightly for June exams. 

National History Day

Michael Carroll and Lucas Soto represented 

 Leonardo daVinci High School and Buffalo at the 49th

annual History Day

     in Oneonta on April 24.  Their website was the

culmination of

 months of research into the History of Astronomy. They

did an amazing job!  Any student interested in

participating in the 2024 History day should see Mrs.

Eldridge.  The theme for next year is "Turning Points".  

 Scan the QR code for more information. 



The Wellness Updates 

April was “Stress Awareness Month.” 

Wednesday’s Wellness Shots- Some faculty participated in trying different combinations of juiced healthy

fruits and vegetables for the past three Wednesdays in the month of April. It was a way to promote

health, nutrition, and limited stress. “A healthy diet leads to a healthy mindset”.  An example of the

wellness shot was a combination of Kale, Cucumber, Apple, and Ginger. 

The Wellness team continues to work hard breaking down the data from the ED School Climate Survey.

The ED School Climate Survey was an anonymous survey given to all PS 212 Leonardo DaVinci High

School Student to identify our school culture. Questions ranged from Cultural & Linguistic Competence,

Relationships, School Participation, Emotional Safety, Physical Safety, Bullying/Cyberbullying, Substance

Abuse, Physical Environment, Mental Health, and Discipline.  All DaVinci students participated, and our

students’ voices were heard. The goal of the Multi-Tiered System of Support Team (Wellness Committee)

is to dissect the student’s responses and find way to better support our student population based on the

data collected. Some highlights as well as areas needing for improvements are as follows... 

 

91% Agreed- People of different cultural backgrounds, races, or ethnicities get along well at this

school. 

91% Agreed- My teachers expect me to do my best all the time. 

86%- Agreed- There are lots of chances for students at this school to get involved in sports, clubs, and

other school activities. 

58%-Agreed- I regularly participate in extra-curricular activities offered through this school, such as

school clubs or organizations. 

52%-Agreed- Students at this school try to work out their disagreements with other students by

talking to them. 

50% Agreed- I think that students are proud of how this school looks on the outside. 

 

 

May is “Mental Health Awareness” 

On May 1st, the faculty will receive a “KIND” granola bar in their mailbox to promote Mental Health

Awareness Month. The caption will read “Be KIND to yourself, then pass it on.” 

 

 

 

Day of (No) Silence 2023: Rising Up

The GLSEN Day of Silence is a national student-led demonstration where

LGBTQ+ students and allies all around the country—and the world—take a vow

of silence to protest the harmful effects of harassment and discrimination of

LGBTQ+ people in schools.

Started in the mid 90’s by two college students, the Day of Silence has expanded

to reach hundreds of thousands of students each year. Every April, students go

through the school day without speaking, ending the day with Breaking the

Silence rallies and events to share their experiences during the protest and bring

attention to ways their schools and communities can become more inclusive. 

 Many members of daVinci High School participated in this year's event. 



SCHOOL

TEXT

741741

For additional resources please scan the 
QR code below or visit us at 

www.buffaloschools.org/Domain/8980

Or contact a member of the school based
Student Support Team

Buffalo Public Schools
Crisis Prevention & Response Team

Mental Health > GPA

TO

to reach a trained volunteer 
Crisis Counselor, 24/7

Your mental health is important. At one point or 
another you and your friends may need some tools

to cope with difficult emotions. 
Here''s how you can get help... 





Coping Skills List 

Yoga 
Imagine your favorite place 

Remember the words to a song you love
Move around 

Make a fist then release it 
Use positive self-talk 
Take a drink of water 

Count 
Take a break 

Read 
Play with your pet 
Play with a friend 

Do your favorite things 
Be silly and laugh 

Talk to someone you trust 

Run water over your hands 
Squeeze something 

Write what’s bothering you and then throw it away 
Shred paper 

Make something 
Use a fidget 

Exercise 
Walk 

Dance 
Stretch 

Write in a journal 
Draw, color or doodle 

Create a playlist 
Use a stress ball 

Use I-statements 

 
I-Statements to Help Me Cope 

I can walk away. 

 
I can listen to music or make music. 

I can surround myself with happy people or pets. 

 

I can draw, write, scribble, paint, or build something. 

 
If something is frustrating me, I can stop and try again later. 
I can walk away from a frustrating situation. 

I can use humor. 
I can think of something funny when I’m feeling upset. 
I can tell a joke as long as it won’t hurt anybody. 

I can breathe or count. 
I can breathe in through my nose, out through my mouth. 
My stomach should expand, not my chest. 
I can imagine I’m smelling soup then blowing on it to cool it down. 

I can exercise. 
I can lift weights, run, jump, dance, walk, practice yoga, or play sports. 
Exercise makes the brain release mood-enhancing chemicals. 

 I can spend time with people who see the good in me. 
I can avoid situations that make me feel bad about myself. I
can talk to people who I trust and who care about me. 
I can smile at or help other people.

 I can do these things to express my feelings in a positive way. 

I can talk to someone I trust. 
I can find a friend or adult to talk to when I’m feeling 
overwhelmed. 
I can ask for help when I need it. 

 Music also makes the brain release mood-enhancing
chemicals. I can listen to songs that make me feel good. 
I can learn how to play an instrument or sing. 



Sports

Boys Baseball

DaVinci partners with International Preparatory for

boys' baseball.  It has been an exciting start to the

season.  The team is undefeated so far! And there is

even more excitement!  

Senior Damien Smith committed to play for Hilbert

College. He was awarded the Hilbert Trustee

Scholarship for his academic work in addition to his

talent in the field!

Congratulations Damien and all the boys on the team!

Girls Softball

The daVinci girls' softball team so far has a 1-2

record.  They have had five rain outs but will have

four games in the week of May 15-18.  Come by to

cheer on the Dragons!

Northland Workforce Training Center

Visit

A group of daVinci students had the opportunity

to visit Northland in April.  Northland

Workforce Training Center is uniquely designed

for individuals 18 years or older to reduce all the

major barriers that prohibit students from

enrolling and completing post-secondary

education, such as transportation, childcare,

academic readiness and affordability. Northland

is committed to providing for-credit education at

little to no cost to those with financial need, and

intensive wraparound support services that will

help you graduate and enter the workforce with

all the tools you need for success.  Scan the QR

code to learn more about the programs offered at

Northland! 

 

 



March Students of the Month

Dylan Swartz 

Hannah Holland

Madison Dunbar 

Myth Paw

Na'Shawn Parchment

Zane Henderson

Mila Topsey

Moe Tri Zar

Ka’nye Woodhall

Mackenzie Vega

Jaysenya Williams

Ka'Nye Woodhall

 ZANE HENDERSON

Ka'nye Woodhall

Anyla Curry-Reese

Giovanni Rivera

Jet Smee

Cathareena Min

Wan'ye Rhodes-Carter

Anthony Mattei Pabon

Jamirah Avent 

 

April Students of the Month

Jayla White

Sofia Mgindu

 Fatuma Ali

Jordan Paige 

Eric Hunt

Nerielys Martinez

Jamirah Avent

Julius Dukes

Isabella Smith

Raven Brown

Tim Horton

Anelise Rodriguez

Na De Oo

Paiton Tolbert

Damone Lee

Amirah Johnson

Tadios Welday

 

 

March Faculty of the Month

Mr. Berkley was nominated as the 

March Faculty of the Month!  Mr.

Berkley was chosen by his colleagues for

his unwavering patience and support.

DaVinci High School is lucky to have Mr.

Berkley!

 

 

April Faculty of the Month

Ms. Monaco was nominated by her

colleagues as the April Faculty of the

month.  She puts so much work into

planning and holding all the Senior

events.  Senior year at daVinci would not

be the same without Ms. Monaco and

staff and students appreciate all that she

does! 

 

 



High School Congressional Art Competition

 Each spring, the Congressional Institute sponsors a nationwide high school

visual art competition to recognize and encourage artistic talent in the nation

and in each congressional district. Since the Artistic Discovery competition

began in 1982, more than 650,000 high school students have participated.

Students submit entries to their representative’s office, and panels of district

artists select the winning entries. Winners are recognized both in their district

and at an annual awards ceremony in Washington, DC. The winning works are

displayed for one year at the U.S. Capitol.  Freshman Carmella Salvatori's

piece titled "Mind of Misery" (shown below) was chosen as a finalist!  What an

honor for Carmella and daVinci High School.  Please scan the QR code below

to vote for Carmella Salvatori.

  

 

DA VINCI CULTURE WALK AROUND THE WORLD 

MAY 12TH, 2023 PERIODS 1-3 
DANCE AFTER LUNCH! 

JOIN US AS WE SHOW OFF 
CULTURES OF DA VINCI 
THROUGH A GALLERY WALK OF 
FASHION, MUSIC, & FOOD 
AROUND THE WORLD 

The event will take place in the DAC
from periods 1-3. 

Freshman & Sophomores – Period 1 

Juniors – Period 2 

Seniors – Period 3 

http://www.conginst.org/


Freshmen

Sophomores

Juniors

Seniors

Third Quarter Honor Roll

 An awards assembly was help on Friday April 28 for

recipients of Merit, Honor and High Honor Roll. 

 There are too many students to name!  The Seniors

who achieved High Honor Roll are listed below. 

 Scan the QR code to see all the names.

Congratulations!

NAUREEN UNAYSA 95.12 

NA'SHAYLA ALLEN 95.2857 

ANJELY RUIZ 95.2875 

KEVIN RESPETO GONZALEZ 95.375 

SHANIYAH HOOKS 95.3833 

ARUNANEUPANE 95.6167 

TUYISENGE ADAM 95.7167 

JAYSENYA WILLIAMS 95.75 

MAYA SHERRILL 95.9882 

YVETTE OSMAN 96.1429 

MAHISHA RAHMAN 96.3625 

EH TOE 96.5 

LUCY FUENTES 96.8 

MOHAMED GOBAH 96.8667 

GIANNA CYTROWSKI 96.92 

MARLAND GARCIA 96.9857 

JULIANYS SANTOS 97.3714 

TUHA RAHMAN 97.5111 

VICTORIA BOERSCHIG 98.1429 

JAYDA COOPER 98.2

 ZERUIAH SHADWICK 98.2429 

SHYANNE DINGELDEY 98.2833 

NATALYA LONG 98.6 

ANNA COOK 98.7714 

EH THA KU 99.0571 

LUCAS SOTO 99.7667 

DALAVAN PHENGSOMPHANE 100.116

GRAYDON HILMEY 100.4167 

JAYLA WHITE 100.45  

BROOKLYN HUNLEY 100.55 

SHONDERA BAGALWA 101.2167 

KAITLYN ZIEMBA 101.3143 

ANNA JUMALE 102.4333 

MOE TRI ZAR 102.4333 

SUHER ABDULKADIR 103.166


